The Salina Journal, November, 1979
Blaine E. Sites

The funeral for Elaine E. Sites, 87, a man who brought the wonders of sci​ence to two generations of Salina high school students, will be at 2 p.m. Thursday at the Geisendorf Hush Smith Funeral Home, the Rev. Leon​ard Clark officiating.

Mr. Sites, formerly of 444 S. 9th, died Tuesday at Shalimar Nursing Home af​ter a long illness. He had entered the nursing home in 1976 following the death of his wife, Mary M.
Alumni of what was Salina High School (now Central High) remember Mr. Sites as a soft-spoken physics and chemistry teacher. After 42 years at the school, he did not want to retire at the mandatory age of 70, a mark he reached in 1963. After retirement he did some substitute teaching at St. John's Military School.

Mr. Sites was born Aug. 13, 1892, at Hays, studied at Fort Hays State Uni​versity and taught at Mesa, Ariz.; Bunker Hill and Hill City before coming to Salina in 1920 following service with the Army Engineers during World War I. He spent a full 50 years as a classroom teacher.
For many years he was active in the American Legion, serving as the Salina post's chaplain. He was a member of the First United Methodist Church and retired teacher organizations. He was an original member of the Rearwin Scholarship Fund Committee at Cen​tral High School.

Surviving are a son, John R,, Oak Ridge, Term.; a daughter, Mrs. Marga​ret S. Sheriff, Houston, Tex.; two brothers, John T., Kansas City, Mo., and Fred, Denver, Colo; a sister, Mrs. Ethel Tomlin, Oak Ridge, Tenn.; 10 grandchildren and four great-grand-children.

Burial will be in Roselawn Memorial Park. Friends may call at the funeral home until the service.
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