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Aaron Lee Merriman 



SANTA MARIA, Calif. -- Aaron Lee Merriman was born March 13, 1939, in Salina, Kansas. He died peacefully at home with the wonderful assistance of Marian Hospice at the age of 69 in Santa Maria, CA, on Saturday, April 12. He battled heroically for over four years with the diagnosis of Frontal Temporal Lobe Dementia and ALS (Lou Gehrig's Disease).

After graduating from high school, Aaron joined the Army Reserves for 6 months. In 1957, he moved to California, where he worked for Williams Brothers Markets for 34 years. After Williams Brothers sold to VONS, he worked for Scolari's Markets for 5 years, where he retired in December 1999. He enjoyed golf, gardening and traveling in retirement.

Aaron is survived by his wife of 46 years, Jo Ellen; 4 daughters: Cameron Myers (husband John) of Colorado Springs, CO, Kelly Merriman of Houston, TX, Sheridan Gonzalez (husband Victor) of Santa Maria and Paula West (husband John), also of Santa Maria; 8 grandchildren: James Parsley (U.S. Army, Afghanistan), Rebecca Hokanson (husband Joel), U.S. Army, Hawaii, Michael Aaron Cunningham, Margery Willis, Victoria and Derek Gonzalez, and Genna and Scott West; and two great-grandchildren: Cierra and Issabella Hokanson. Aaron also is survived by siblings Mary Lou Arnold (husband Brooks), Claudine Ashcraft (husband Dick), Glenda McAfee, Larry Merriman (wife Bonnie) and Joyce Satterlee (husband Ken); sister-in-law Diane McAfee; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Aaron was preceded in death by his parents, Harry and Jessie Merriman; brother, Raymond Merriman; and brothers-in-law, Robert McAfee and Lloyd McAfee.

A memorial service will be Friday, April 18, 2008, at 11 a.m. at the chapel of the Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 1003 E. Stowell, Santa Maria, with Pastor Tim Petty of the Crosspoint Community Church officiating. Inurnment will be private.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in his honor may be made to the Neurology Clinic at UCLA, the ALS Foundation, the Muscular Dystrophy Association or Marian Hospice.

Arrangements are under the direction of Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary and Crematory, Box 248, Santa Maria, CA 93456.
