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Marion Klema

Marlon C. Klema, 76, Salina, died Sunday, July 17, 1994, at the Salina Presbyterian Manor.

Miss Klema was born July 9, 1916, at Wilson and was a resident of Salina since 1923. She taught at several Kansas schools and then taught history at Roosevelt-Lincoln Junior High School from 1944 until retiring in 1980.  She received the State Board of Regents Outstanding  Teacher Award in 1966, Daughters of Colonial Wars Outstanding Teacher in 1972, the State Merit Teacher Award for the National Council for Geographic Education in 1972, Salina Teacher of the Year award in 1973 and was named a National Education Asso​ciation Kansas Master Teacher in 1975.

She served on the Kansas State Board of Education Professional Teacher's Standards Advisory Board, was a member of the Ameri​can Association of University Women, and was named Salina AAUW Branch's Outstanding Branch Member in 1968-89. She received Marymount College's Nazareth-Marymount Alumni Award for Dis​tinguished Service to the community and education, the YWCA Out​standing Service Award in 1986, the Veterans of Foreign Wars Out​standing Community Service Award in 1987, and received a Certificate of Merit for her USO World War II work in 1944.

She was a consultant to the Salina Bicentennial Commission and chair of the Bicentennial Oral History Committee. She served on the Salina Human Relations Commission and the Salina Community Housing Resource Board in 1985-86.

She was a volunteer for Meals on Wheels for 12 years, served on the first Smoky Hill Museum committee, and was a volunteer with the Salina Arts Center, Salina Civic Orchestra, Asbury-Salina Regional Medical Center and League of Women Voters, arid was named volunteer of the year by the Salina Area Retired Teachers in 1993.

She was a member of First Pres​byterian Church, Salina, where she was a teacher, an elder and leader of the United Presbyterian Women, She was a member of Delta Kappa Gam​ma, National Education Association, Kansas-National Education Associ​ation, Salina Teachers Association and Salina Area Retired Teachers.

Survivors include a sister, Frances Wachtel of Albuquerque, N.M.; a Brother, Ernest Klema of Somerville, Mass.; and nieces and neph​ews.

The funeral will be at 10 a.m. Friday at First Presbyterian Church, Dr. Cynthia M. Campbell and the Rev. Barry W. Williams officiating. Burial will be in Wilson Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to First Presbyterian Church, Salina Pres​byterian Manor or Salina Education Foundation.

Visitation will be from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday at Geisendorf-Rush Smith Funeral Home, 401 W. Iron Ave., Salina 67401.
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