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Owen Hodgson

The funeral .for Owen Emry Hodgson, 95, 2601 E. Crawford, will be at 10 a.m. Thursday at the First Christian Church, the Revs. D. Wayne Mont​gomery and Douglas Amend offici​ating. Burial will be at Roselawn Memorial Park, with a service by the Grand Lodge of Kansas and military rites by the American Legion Legion Leslie Kreps Post No. 62 and the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 1432.

Mr. Hodgson died Sunday, July 21, 1991, at Salina Presbyterian Manor. He was born June 4, 1896, in Linn County and had been a Salina resident since 1925. He had taught in Linn County rural schools, Osawatomie public schools and Sa​lina High School. He became princi​pal of Salina Washington High School in 1928 and was a high school princi​pal until retiring in 1965. He prac​ticed probate law.

He was a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion and served as American Legion post commander. He was an Army veteran of World War I and served as vice chairman of the Saline County draft board during World War II. 

He had been president of the Kansas State Teachers Association and the Secondary School Principals As​sociation and was selected as Kansas Master Teacher in 1961. He was one of the first inductees into the Kansas Teachers Hall of Fame in 1977.

He had served on the Salina Area Chamber of Commerce board of di​rectors and as first vice president. He was an early president of the Salina Community Chest, precursor to the United Way; president and board member of the YMCA; a Member of the Salina Downtown Lions Club and a district governor of Kansas Lions; and a member of the Kansas Bar Association. He worked with Boy Scouts and 4-H.

He was an elder and board mem​ber at the Salina First Christian Church and taught Sunday school. He was grand master of the Kansas Masons in 1965 and first president of the Kansas Masonic Foundation and served on its board of directors. He was secretary of the Salina Scottish Rite Bodies, secretary of the St. David Conclave of the Red Cross of Constantine and a director of the Royal Order of Jesters. He was in​stalled as Kansas Worthy Grand Pa​tron of the Order of the Eastern Star.  His wife, Ella C., died in 1986.

Survivors include three daughters, Evelyn Amend of 2323 Edgehill, Eloise Lynch of 705 S. Santa Fe and Madeleine Anderson   of   Palos ; Heights Heights, Ill..; two brothers, Paul of Lawrence and Lee of LaCygne; a sister, Fern Allen of Topeka; nine grandchildren; and 16 great-grand​children.

Memorials may be made to the Kansas Masonic Foundation or the First Christian Church.

Visitation-will be 9 a.m. to. 9..p.m. today and Wednesday at Geisendorf-Rush Smith Funeral Home and an hour before the service at the church.
