                 Judith Beth (Dodge) Platts
          January 4, 1939 – July 23, 2010

 

     Judith “Judy” Beth Dodge Platts, a resident of Colville, WA passed away following a long term battle with Multiple Sclerosis, on July 23, 2010 in Colville, at the age of 71. Judy was born on January 4, 1939 in Salina, KS the daughter of Allen Rickenbacher and Barbara Brann (Simpson) Dodge. 
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     Judy was raised in Salina, KS where she attended school and graduated from Salina High School in 1957. During high school, Judy worked as a lifeguard and swim instructor. Her love of the arts and artistic abilities shined early with her decoration and creation of stage props and drawings in high school. Judy then began college at the Monticello College in Illinois and later transferred to the University of Kansas. While at the University of Kansas she pledged and became a lifetime member of Kappa Kappa Gamma. Her zest for life and new experiences led her to a nine year career as a stewardess for United Airlines. During this time, she was based in Denver, CO and Seattle, WA and embraced the opportunity to travel abroad. She snow skied at many internationally renowned resorts and graciously immersed herself into cultures of all kind. Judy was also proud of her MAC trips, to and from Vietnam, assisting the U.S. Troops and she was forever touched by the experience. She quenched her need for speed by purchasing and driving three Porsche automobiles and earning her pilots license. In 1969, she married Richard Platts and they resided first in Atherton, CA before moving to a ranch in Priest River, ID. Judy worked the ranch and raised her two daughters in her normal “no fear” way and enjoyed every challenge and gift life offered. Judy cherished the Priest River community and returned her affection through her service as an EMT. Her family returned to Salina, KS where she continued her education at Marymount College and changed her life as a devoted member of Alcoholics Anonymous. Judy and her girls, Jennifer and Peggy, moved to Spokane, WA in 1986. Due to her progressing Multiple Sclerosis, Judy worked only a brief time in Spokane but was actively involved in the Multiple Sclerosis Society. In the mid-1990’s, she moved to a home in Colville, to be closer to her daughters. Judy’s declining health eventually brought her into the care of Parkview Assisted Living and then to Pinewood Terrace Nursing Home in Colville. The care she received was excellent and the love she was offered was inspiring. 
     Judy lived life to its fullest without reservation or regret. She had a wonderful and yet sometimes brash sense of humor. She inspired joy with her perfectly infectious laughter and smiles. Judy touched countless lives because she held nothing back when meeting a friend for the first time. She never met a stranger. Her greatest joy was her family and her greatest gift was her presence. 
     Judy was preceded in death by her mother, Barbara Brann Dodge; step mother Jerenne Mellinger Dodge; brother-in-laws, Dell Barbour and Billy Csikos and her nephew, Marc McCabe. 
     She is survived by her daughters, Jennifer Hall and her husband, David of Kettle Falls, WA, Peggy Lewis and her husband, Justin of Colville, WA; father, Allen Dodge of Salina, KS; sisters, Joanne Robinson and husband, Gary of Scottsdale, AZ, Susan Dodge Csikos of Denver, CO; brother, Clifton Dodge and wife, Cathy of Salina, KS; step-sister, Gwyn Mellinger Auchard and husband, Mike of Lawrence, KS; step-brother, Richard Mellinger of Overland Park, KS; six grandchildren; Chelsie, Alexys, Casey, Makayla, Tristen, Katelynn and Bridger, numerous nieces and nephews. 

     The funeral service was held on Monday July 26, 2010, 4:00 p.m. at Danekas Funeral Chapel, Colville

     Memorial donations can be made to Multiple Sclerosis Society.

http://www.danekasfuneralchapel.com/sitemaker/sites/daneka0/obit.cgi?user=231613Platts
	
Judy in South Park's kindergarten.  
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The serious conductor of the 2nd grade band at South Park.

 

Photo from Harriett (Larsen) Duel
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South Park 3rd grade.

Photo from Phil.
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South Park 4th grade.

Photo from Jim Nothern.
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From a 1952 party.

Photo from Betty (Harr) Baxter.
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The 1972 Class Reunion.

Photo from Rosie (Allen) Kiene.
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The 1987 Reunion.

Photo from Ardyn (Allison) Erickson.
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The 1987 Reunion.

Photo from Dorothy (Kellams) Young.
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The 1997 Reunion.

Photo from Sharon (Heatwole) Foiles.


