William “Bill” Carlson

November 27, 2018 by Sam Pridey in the Salina Post


LINDSBORG — William “Bill” Carlson, 88, passed away Nov. 23, 2018 at Bethany Home in Lindsborg. He was born Jan. 7, 1930 to Paul and Agnes Carlson (Carlson) in Lindsborg. He attended schools in Lindsborg including Bethany College graduating in 1952. He then served two years in the army with most of that time spent in Korea. On June 5, 1954, he married Doris Soderstrom. He then went on to Emporia State to get his masters degree in Education. He taught and coached in Salina for 20 years then returned to Lindsborg to become administrator at Bethany Home for 20 years.

Survivors include: his wife of 64 years, Doris; daughter, Sara Shogren (Brad); sons, Brad (Helen), and Andy (Kelly); grandchildren, Katie Greenwood (Seth), Tracy Shogren (Cathy), Dalen Carlson, Breton Johnson (Micah), Kessley Rhodenizer (Zack), Curtis Carlson, and Macie Carlson; and seven great-grandchildren. Preceded in death by: his parents; two brothers; and two sisters.

Memorial service will be at 11 a.m. Monday, Dec. 3, at Messiah Lutheran Church, Lindsborg. Cremation was chosen. There will be a private family burial and no visitation.

Memorials can be made to Bethany Home, Bethany College or Messiah Church, in care of Ryan Mortuary, Salina.

Salina Journal editorial, Dec. 2, 2018
Carlson helped our history to live 
Bill Carlson was a descendant of the Swedish immigrant Carlsons who settled in the Smoky Valley and helped to establish Lindsborg 150 years ago. His death, on Oct. 23 at age 88, was not unexpected; but for many who knew him, news of it left a quick feeling that the air had been sucked out of the room.
His passions were many, but in recent years Carlson was devoted to the history of his community, how it was settled, who did the settling, and how to make the adventure come alive. Dozens of his articles were published in the Lindsborg News-Record. “History not recorded is history lost,” he often said.
A sample of Carlson’s keen sense is found in a long and exquisite article, “The Boxcar Children of Lindsborg”, published in May 2011.
Carlson told the story of Martin and Frieda Opat, who emigrated to America from Poland in 1923, two years after they were married; they settled temporarily in Salina, and he found work with the Union Pacific Railroad on the branch between Salina and Lindsborg.
In 1930, the Union Pacific asked Martin to move his family to Lindsborg, where a boxcar was readied on railroad ties near the tracks. The family lived in that boxcar for nine years — adding three boys to the two who moved with them — before they left for a small rented house in Lindsborg. Martin and Frieda would have nine sons, born from 1922 to 1942. The Opats became principles in the community.
Carlson’s own history of ancestral immigration put life to “The Boxcar Children” and gave it sensitivity. It was the seventh in a series that Carlson wrote for the newspaper.
Excerpts from Carlson’s stories are on many historic markers along Lindsborg’s Välkommen Trail, signs that comprise a rich narrative of community heritage. The sign for The Boxcar Children was dedicated in early May 2011, then the 24th marker along the 2½- mile bicycle and pedestrian trail.
“A special significance comes with this sign, for the Trail is built on the abandoned rail beds of the Missouri Pacific and Union Pacific Railroads,” Carlson wrote. “The railroads brought life to the early, emerging towns and cities of the Plains, and to Lindsborg, where Martin Opat came to work for the railroad and to raise a family.”
Carlson’s historical articles were expanded into books — “Lindsborg Then and Lindsborg Now” (2011) and “The Founding of Lindsborg” (2014).
His first book, “From Socks and Jocks to Maalox” (1997) includes stories from his days as a former teacher, coach, and NCAA (Big 8) basketball referee, and tells of his work as the administrator of Bethany Home.
He was a graduate of Lindsborg High School, of Bethany College in 1952 and earned a master’s degree in 1956 from Emporia State University and was a Korean War veteran.
After two years in the Army, he spent 20 years teaching and coaching in Salina public schools, including 16 years as an assistant football coach at Salina (Central) High School, and four years as head football coach and athletic coordinator at Salina High South from 1970 to 1974. He was administrator of Bethany Home in Lindsborg, from 1974 to 1994, when he “retired”.
“Contrasts of what seem to be disparate careers really turned out to have both similar and different aspects,” wrote A. John Pearson, another prolific historian, “probably because of Carlson’s empathies, living faith, and dedication to service, which are in his character.”
Bill Carlson was one of those immutable, unsung champions of community. He enriched the place with quiet, competent leadership. He never bolted to the front of the line but would lead it often by example, with service on the City Council, to his church, and for his college alma mater, for the Smoky Valley Historical Association. He has given us grounds to value history, its potent lessons.
He is reason to believe that our world is much better for his having been in it.
