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                      Robert C. Caldwell
     “The smiles seemed to outnumber the tears, through there were plenty of both at the memorial service for Robert Caldwell, believed by many to be one of the greatest men ever to grace Salina.”
      So began a Salina Journal article on October 22, 1999 about an 86-year-old man who spent almost 60 of those years in Salina, starting as a teacher (for 39 years) and becoming a community leader.  At Salina High School he seems to have first been an instructor in production printing (as shown in the 1956 Trail) and later became the graphic arts instructor.  
     A Salina South principal taught with Caldwell at SHS and remembered how Caldwell “was able to work with any kind of student, even the ones other teachers may have deemed as trouble.  He was a role model in the truest sense.  He had a true, deep desire to serve and he carried it past the classroom into the community.”
=================
     The following is his obituary from the memorial service program, with some additions from Salina Journal articles (in quotation marks).  Particularly interesting are quotes from a Journal article called “In His Own Words,” personal comments on his life from Caldwell himself.  Betty (Harr) Baxter allowed me to copy these items from her scrapbook.
=================
 
     Robert Chester Caldwell was born on June 21, 1913 in Pittsburg, Kansas. "Dough", as he was affectionately known, was the sixth of nine children born to Elizabeth Comstock Goodwin Caldwell and William Washington Caldwell. [Caldwell is quoted as saying “he was called ‘Doughbelly’ because he ate the left over dough from the pastry pans at the family restaurant.”]  From his signature lapel sunflowers to his tireless and incessant work on behalf of the community and the state - Bob was a Kansan through and through.
     “Dad was a straw boss at the W. S. Dickey Clay Tile Plant, where he created a plan for hauling tile in box cars to decrease breakage.  When he was passed over for promotion by a white subordinate, he quit his job and became his own boss in his own business.  These were some of the traits our parents instilled in our family.”
     Caldwell went to a segregated Pittsburg grade school. “It was quite an experience walking two miles to school and passing by two white schools on our way.  He was held back in the first grade; this was an experience I will cherish for I feel it helped lead to try other successes in my future education.” 
     “While he played all manner of sports before high school, Caldwell and other black students were denied sports in high school.  In 1932 while we were still in high school, they hired a coach for all sports named Fritz Snodgrass who defied school policy and let them participate in the track program, but only the track program.  By so doing the school’s track program improved.” 
     Bob matriculated to Kansas State Teachers College, now Pittsburg State University.  “During my college years I was given employment on the campus as a general laborer and had a job before and after school cleaning classrooms.”
     On the college track team Caldwell lettered all four years.  “He was the first hurdler with a time under 15 seconds [14.9 sec, so it must have been 100 yards long – Phil] and broad jumped 23 feet, 6 inches.”  [That leap was only a yard short of Jesse Owne’s world record at the time.]
     He received his B.S. in Industrial Education in 1939 and an M.S. in Education in 1949. Bob was active on campus. 
     “During my college years minority students were not allowed to belong to any of the Greek organizations on campus and were not permitted to have their own Greek organizations.  We could only have clubs on campus.”  “Caldwell and nine others defied the school and formed the Alpha Psi Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity.  Other black Greek groups on campus followed, giving Caldwell a feeling of fulfillment of a complete campus life.”
     “After college Caldwell worked in the family businesses, restaurant and a construction firm.  In 1939 he was hired as an elementary and junior high school teacher at the Dunbar Elementary School.  He also had offers from Bartlesville, OK and Oklahoma City.”
     “Virginia Bell Ricard talked of having Caldwell as a seventh-grade teacher at Dunbar School.  She said he always led the class in singing their favorite songs before the day’s lessons, making Mr. Caldwell’s classroom the place to be.”
     “After teaching for three years, Caldwell was drafted into the military and served as an officer.  As he prepared for the D-Day invasion, he was injured.  ‘I was injured in a weapons carrier accident on Feb. 9, 1944, in Nunney, England, on a mission to the supply depot, driving trucks back to our outfit.  After a week of unconsciousness, I awoke in Bristol England with a broken pelvis and other internal injuries.”[image: image2.jpg]



     “Caldwell return to Salina to resume teaching and in 1946 married his college sweetheart, Bissie Lee Ellis of Kansas City, KS. To this union three children were born - Robert Ellis Caldwell, A. Toy Caldwell-Colbert (http://www.news-gazette.com/obituaries/2008-03-15/toy-caldwell-colbert.html describes a distinguished life of her own) and Teree L. Caldwell-Johnson. Both Bessie and Robert preceded Bob in death.
     Bob became Principal at Dunbar, then an instructor of Graphic Arts at Salina High School and Salina High School Central.  [His earliest appearance I can find in a Trail is for the 1955-1956 school year.] In 1976 Bob was honored as the Salina and Kansas Teacher of the Year and in 1979 was inducted into the Kansas Teacher's Hall of Fame. He was a life member of the National Education Association and a Life Member of the Kansas Congress of Parents and Teachers. Bob served the Salina Public Schools until his retirement in 1979.
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     Bob was a faithful and dedicated member of the Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church where he was a Trustee. A committed volunteer and community leader Bob spent his time outside of the classroom working to build community using his skills, talents and energy in conjunction with organizations working to improve the fabric of the community and the quality of life for young and old alike. 
     Bob served 48 years as the Scout Master for Troop 8, where he impacted the lives of countless young men in the area who either participated in his troop or braved the waters at the Carver Pool where he taught swimming and life-saving. For his work in the field of scouting, Bob received the Silver Beaver and Wood Badge Awards, two of the highest honors in the world of Scouting.
     Until his death, Bob was an active member of the Salina Branch of the NAACP. A lifelong advocate for human rights and racial equality, Bob was a Life and Golden Heritage member of the NAACP.
     In 1989 Bob received the Cordia Wesson Award from the Salina Branch and in 1997 Bob was honored for his many efforts in support of the organization. In 1986 Bob was recognized for his many contributions by then Governor John Carlin and presented the Governor's Martin Luther King, Jr. Award.
     Never one to shy away from a challenge and a call to community service, in 1969 Bob ran for and was successful in his bid for a seat on the Salina City Commission. The first African American to be elected to the Commission, Bob served four consecutive terms (eight years) on the Commission and was also elected by his fellow Commissioners to three one-year terms as the city's Mayor. Bob was the first African American Mayor elected in the state of Kansas and at the time - was one of few African American Mayors in the country.
     In addition to Bob's distinguished public and community service he served the State of Kansas in many capacities including service in the Kansas Legislature representing the 68th District, The Kansas Committee for the Humanities, the Kansas Board of Regents, The Governor's Task Force for Alzheimer's Disease, The Governor's Task Force for Social Rehabilitation Services and the Governor's Committee on Criminal Administration. His countless civic contributions can be seen in the many outstanding and distinguished awards, honors and commendations lining the walls of his Salina home.
     A stroke led to a deterioration of his health and eventually his death five years later. 
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          [Note the sunflower pin in his lapel in this and the previous photo.]
 

     A true humanitarian and statesman, Bob will be remembered by all who knew him for his kind spirit, his generous ways and his unwavering commitment to his community and his fellow man.
     Sister Jean McKenna said he “never let the people who may have mistreated him because of his race alter his convictions.”  He taught her “to accept others, flaws and all, and not notice the flaws.”
     It has been said that things change little by little because of the people we choose to admire. Our community and our lives are all a little richer because Bob Caldwell came our way. He taught us the true meaning and measure of life and all that it can be and for this we will honor and cherish his memory.
     Bob leaves to celebrate his life and homegoing, his two daughters, A. Toy Caldwell-Colbert, Champaign, Illinois, and Teree L. Caldwell-Johnson, Des Moines, Iowa; two brothers Ralph Caldwell, Los Angeles California and [image: image4.jpg]


Roscoe Caldwell, Salina, Kansas; A sister, Reba Caldwell Litman, Lansing Kansas; seven grand children, Joffre-Charles Colbert and Jordan Ashley Colbert of Champaign, Illinois, LaTatia Colbert-Reed of New Haven, Connecticut, Baley Caldwell Johnson, Baxtyr Lynn Johnson, Vernon Johnson, Jr. and William Johnson, Des Moines, Iowa; Nieces and nephews, Alice Marie McDaniel, Kansas City, Missouri, Marilyn Ruth Caldwell and Ralph Caldwell, Jr., Los Angeles, California; and William Washington Caldwell, II, Parsons, Kansas and a host of cousins, friends and colleagues.
 

[This plaque is shown on the web site "Find A Grave" but no information is given about its location, although the implication is it's Roselawn Cemetery.  It was clearly created after his death.  The print is too fuzzy to read.]
 

 

 

 

 

                    Bessie Lee (Ellis) Caldwell
 

     [Programs to high school productions involving dancers included a brief note on Bessie Caldwell, naturally with emphasis on her dancing activities.  I've added more information from Salina Journals.  This photo is from our Trails.]
     "Mrs. Robert Caldwell, director of choreography, has studied the dance most of her life.  She began her training in Kansas City as a child and then continued her study in her chosen field at Milwaukee Teacher's College and Kansas State Teacher's College of Pittsburg (KS).  The latter gave her both a B.S. in physical education (1939) and M.S. in Education and English (1948).  

     "In the summer of 1953 Mrs. Caldwell took intensive raining in ballet at Los Angeles, and also studied modern dance with Lester Horton, one of the top specialists in this field.

     'She made history when her choreography for the dance sequences in Brigadoon and Finian's Rainbow were so highly applauded.  This year (1955) she was again engaged to stage the dances for Paint Your Wagon."

     She was also the choreographer for Carousel (1955) and Oklahoma  (1957).

     In Salina Bessie ran the Caldwell School of Dance from 1950 through 1981 and taught at Marymount College, where she served as a dance and physical education instructor before transitioning to Chair of the Physical Education Department from 1960-1975.

     Bessie Coldwell ended a long career at Marymount in 1982.  "If I could do it all over again, I'd do everything the same," says Bessie Caldwell of the 26 years she has spent at. Marymount College as a dance and' physical education instructor. Mrs. Caldwell is retiring with the close of the current school year. And although she's looking forward to retirement, she admits to mixed feelings. "I'm definitely going to miss it; mixing with the students, talking to the other faculty members, seeing the cheerleaders and pompon girls," she said.  Mrs. Caldwell began her teaching career at Marymount in 1956. Sorting through 26 years of accumulated letters, tests, books and other academic materials in her office, she recalled moving to Salina because her husband (Robert, who retired in 1978 after 39 years as Salina school administrator and teacher) had a job here. In her years at Marymount, she has seen many changes. "When I first came here, there was only one building. We were an all-girl school then." During those early years she taught a class in deportment. "The girls learned how to walk, how to get into the car and to wait and let the fellows help them with their coats," she said. "I don't think girls ever wait to let men help them with their coats anymore." The college at that time was like a surrogate parent.  Official kept track of all the girls' activities.  Girls couldn't date unless a faculty member had approved of the fellow."

     "When Marymount starting taking fellows in 1960s, the school changed.  I think it helped the school. Girls didn't have to import fellows for dances and dates."

     "'Marymount is the nicest place to teach.  It's a good place.'  But Mrs. Caldwell is looking forward to retirement.  'I want the freedom.  I want to be able to sleep in the mornings.  And I want to travel.  You see, my husband is retired and I can't always go with him when he wants to go somewhere.  Of course, we have already started.  We went to Africa and Egypt last year."

     Bessie was very active in numerous organizations, including Alpha Kappa Alpha, the Booklovers Club, and Links, Incorporated.

     Her life spanned from May 2, 1917 to April 14, 1989.  She died in the Shalimar Plaza Nursing Home.  Both Caldwells are buried in Roselawn Cemetery, Salina.

 

