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          Salina Journal, May 8, 1961
     Aubrey E. Bilger, 60, 803 Mellinger, journalism teacher and public relations director at Salina high school, died at 2:50 am Sunday [May 7, 1961] at Asbury Hospital after suffering a heart attack an hour earlier at his home.
     Mr. Bilger was born April 18, 1901, at Hunter.  He came to Salina in 1948 from Newton, where he had taught.

     He did public relations work for the Salina school system, taught journalism at Salina High and was adviser to yearbook and newspaper staffs at the high school.  Newspapers and yearbooks produced by classes under his direction won numerous awards.

     He was active in teaching organizations and civic affairs.  He recently received a certificate of merit from the University of Kansas for 25 years of continuous teaching service.

     Mr. Bilger was a graduate of Kansas State university and received his Master’s degree from the University of Colorado.

     He was a past-president of the Salina Teachers Association and a past-patron of the Order of Eastern Star.  He was a member of the First Methodist Church, the Lions Club, Masonic Lodge and Isis Shrine.

     Surviving are the widow, Jewel, of the home, and a sister, Mrs. Gladys Henry, Grand Junction, Colo.

     The funeral will be at 4 pm Tuesday at the First Methodist Church, Dr. Harold Soulen officiating.  Burial will be in Prairie Mound cemetery, Solomon.  Friends may call at the Rush Smith Funeral Home.

     No definite arrangements have been made for a teacher to take over Mr. Bilger’s classes for the remainder of the school year, Owen Hodgon, Salina High principal, said Monday.  Mrs. Lloyd R. Taylor, a regular substitute teacher, is teaching Mr. Bilger’s classes this week.

