Salina’s 49er Days

May, 1949

          Memories

     As we were finishing 4th grade in May of 1949 Salina put on a four day, self-styled “whing-ding” of a celebration.  What did the people of Salina have to celebrate in 1949?  Why, the 1849 gold rush to California, of course.  Why did Salinans in 1949 choose to celebrate this California event that took place a decade before Salina even existed?  Why, well, uh….that’s not so clear these days.

     All my life I’ve had a faint memory of some sort of “49er” celebration and have been curious to see if there really had been such a thing.  Furthermore, why in the world did Salina celebrate the 1849 gold rush?  Thirdly, I’ve also had a strange isolated memory that just might be associated with a 49er celebration.

     During the last class reunion I found articles in the public library’s Salina Journal archives that describe the events over the four days of May 5-8, 1949 but none of the articles I looked at said why the celebration was organized in the first place.  The only clue was that the main organizer was the Chamber of Commerce, hinting that the purpose was to get people in the region to think of Salina as a great place to go to and spend some money.  Perhaps if I went further back in time through more old Journals I’d find an article that describes the initiation, but time and effort ran too short right then.

     Whatever the reason, this was quite possibly the biggest celebration Salina has ever had in its 150 year history.  The parade alone is said to have been 2.5 miles long.  And a big name Hollywood movie star picked the rodeo queen.  Cash prizes were given for a wide range of things throughout the four days.  It rained on only one of the days.

     My strange little memory has some faint support in one of the photos from the old Journals, so I’ll leave the details till the end of the description of the celebration.

     As you read the following, see if the names of any people sound familiar.  There may be a quiz later.

          Preparations
     The earliest Salina Journal where I found the celebration mentioned was for Monday, April 25, 1949.  Well before then the decision had been made to celebrate the gold rush of 1849 and enthusiasm was being whipped up.  On this day a photo was in the Journal of Bob Arnold taking George Duncan  and V. H. Van Horne, for a jaunt in his horse drawn taxi – a 50-year-old horse-drawn wagon.  
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     This was at the top of the front page with a brief caption.  Surrounding the photo were articles about the Chinese communists being only 10 miles from Shanghai, Salina’s own Charlie Nelson winning a singing contest in Hollywood, something about the German government, and how 10 people were killed when a train hit a truck in Tennessee.   

     Farther down the front page was a short article about 40 or 50 cars having left the Memorial Hall site for other towns south and west of Salina.  Del Weightman had organized the four-day caravan to “advertise Salina’s huge 49er celebration May 5-8.”  “Two bands accompanied the caravan – Kansas Wesleyan’s and the Salina High German band.  A public address system was mounted on one car.  The caravan will visit other towns Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  Tuesday it’s due to hit Bennington, Tescott, Beverly, Lincoln, Sylvan Grove, Lucas, Luray, Osborne, Downs, Cawker City, Beloit, Glasco and Delphos.”

     Meanwhile, a rodeo queen was selected.  “A 25 year old housewife, mother of two, is Salina’s rodeo queen.   Her name’s Mrs. Verna Burmaster, 420 South Phillips.  She’s a five foot five inch – “really five-four-and-a-half” – blue-eyed brownette.  She’ll reign over the horse show, rodeo and 49er celebration May 5, 6, 7 and 8.

     “Her attendants are a Minneapolis housewife, Mrs. Doris Grace, 23, and Dorothea Rooks, 23, 1215 Highland Circle, ex-WAVE who has modeled professionally.  The trio was chosen by screen star Ceasar Romero from 35 contestants.

     “Queen Verna, who says her ‘knees buckled’ when she learned she’d been chosen, declared it’s ‘better than queen for a day.’  Why not?  She’ll be queen for about a week.  [Remember the radio show, “Queen for a Day”?  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_for_a_Day ]

     “She loves housework and taking care of kids, she says.  Her two children are Jeanette Elaine, 4, and Dennis Eugene, 2.  Her husband, Harold Burmaster, works for Shellabarger’s feed store.  They’ve been married six years.  She also collects recipes.

     “Queen Verna is a native Lincoln countian.  She was born there March 25, 1924.  Her home has been in Salina since last October.  Prior to that she lived in Westfall.  She was in California for a while when her husband was in the army.  She was education in Lincoln county schools.

     “Harold Burmaster talked his wife into entering the contest, she claims.  The photographer who took her entry picture, Eunie Vishnefske, had some to do with it too, she adds.  She wishes she could sufficiently thank both the photographer and Romero, who selected her picture as tops.

     [Five years later, Salina photographer Vishnefske took photos of Kim Novak in the SHS cafeteria.]

     “’It’s really wonderful,’ she says in a dazed sort of way.

     “The Minneapolis attendant, Doris Grace, is the wife of Bob Grace.  They live on a farm a mile and a half east of Minneapolis.  She also is blue-eyed and brown haired.  She stands five foot one and a half, weighs 112 pounds.  She has no children.

     “Dorothea Rooks, the other attendant, has worked as a professional wholesale dress and photography model in New York City.  Right now she’s gunning for a job out at Sun Valley, Ida.  She’s a five foot seven inch blue-eyed blond.  She weighs 115.

     “There are prizes and honors galore for the green and her attendants.   Mrs. Burmaster receives $250 cash, a diamond set watch, diamond ring and a complete western outfit worth between $150 and $175.  Her outfit is a white calfskin bolero and cullotte skirt, all hand trimmed in black; a white gabardine shirt with multi-color embroidery; a white Stetson and black boots inlaid with white.  The vest, hat and skirt are being especially tailored.  Her attendants receive diamond set watches.  All three get all expenses in Salina paid during the four-day whing-ding.  Rooms have been secured at the Lamer hotel.

     “While the queen has ridden a horse before – she used to ride a lot, she said – officials have decided to provide an ‘open’ car for her and her attendants to ride in during the big parade Thursday afternoon.  A car will be at their disposal during the entire celebration, McCoy said.

     “The queen will also appear at several of the special events which are scheduled for the blocked-off blocks of Santa Fe during the four 49er days.  They’ll be at the 49er ticket drawings at 3 p. m. Friday and Saturday.”
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          The Day Before

     On Tuesday, May 3 the Journal described the parade that would open the 49er celebration.

     “Eyes are upon the gigantic parade which Thursday will open festivities with a bang.

     “Mrs. Verna Burmaster, 49er queen, will ride in the parade in an open car with her two attendants, Dorothea Rooks and Mrs. Doris Grace.

     “Mayor Lloyd Price will straddle a bronc for the occasion, and the Marine Color guard will lead the parade.

     “Eight bands – Assaria, Lincoln, Claflin, possibly Concordia, Kansas Wesleyan, Salina high, Sacred Heart and Smoky Hill air force base – will take part.  Between 10 and 15 floats – maybe more – will join the procession.

     “Vern Webster, parade chairman, says ‘any number’ of old horse-drawn vehicles, such as buggies, wagons, carriages, and what have you, will be entered.

     “The Union Pacific’s old stagecoach, a miniature Santa Fe train and the miniature train from Kenwood park will be entered, too.

     “There’ll be marching groups, including one from St. John’s Military school and the Shrine patrol.

     “Between 300 and 500 head of horses will clatter down Santa Fe as part of the big parade, Webster said.  Several out-of-town horse groups are expected.

     “Webster emphasized again that the parade is open to anyone.  All a person needs to do to enter is to be on hand on Elm street west of 9th by 4:30 p. m. Thursday.  The parade will move east to Santa Fe, then south to about the Masonic Temple.
     “An entry might win as much as $75, Webster pointed out.   Prizes of $75, $50, $50 and $25 will go the best floats; $10 each to the best western clown outfit, best outfit of horse and rider, best 49er prospector outfit, and most beautiful draft team; $25 to the best equipped saddle club; and, 415 each to the most antique horse drawn vehicle and the best covered wagon.

     “Prior to the beginning of the parade, a variety of contests, band concerts and cowboy singing will occupy attention uptown.  The two 100 blocks of Santa Fe – Ash to Walnut – will be roped off.    [Those two blocks are about ¼ mile of Santa Fe.]
     “Afterwards, there will be the initial performance of the horse show, then street dancing uptown until after midnight.”

     The Journal on Wednesday, May 4 promoted the celebration with a front page photo with this caption:  “READY FOR A FIRE – and the 49er celebration – is Mrs. Marie Puyear, telephone operator at the Salina fire station.  Her dress is 100 years old and belonged to her great, great aunt.”
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     Then an article spelled out details of the celebration under the headline “All Is In Readiness For Big Four Day Event.”
     “Salina’s 49er celebration, the center of anticipation for weeks, officially begins Thursday.

     “Scheduled for the first day are the opening performance of the horse show and rodeo, the big parade, street dancing and a host of special events.

     “Activity begins at noon with a band concert by the Sacred Heart group.  Special events will occupy every minute of the afternoon.  Prize money totally $100 will be awarded winners in the various contests.

     “Mrs. Verna Burmaster, rodeo queen, and her two attendants, Mrs. Doris Grace and Dorothea Rooks, will appear at the 49er ticket drawing at 2:30 p. m.  They’ll also be at the rodeo and horse show.

     “Judges for the afternoon’s contests will be George Seitz, R. W. Wilson, A. R. Oppenheimer and C. F. McGhnn [sic].  In charge of the events will be Dave Zook, C. C. Groces and Harry Hansen.

     “The big 49er parade is scheduled to start at 5 p. m.  After the parade, all participants should also remain on hand after its end for the awarding of $400 in prizes to the best entries, Webster added.

     “In the evening the spotlight will swing to Agriculture hall, Kenwood park, where at 7:30 the horse show and rodeo gets underway.

     “About 100 head of horses are entered in the horse show, said Loren Shepherd, chairman.  There are entries from Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska.  There will be five gaited, three gaited fine harness, western equipment and miscellaneous classes, such as the walking horse, horsemanship and the life.  Fred Larsen, Superior, Neb., will judge all classes.

     “Horse show and rodeo events will be staggered in such a manner that devotees of both will be pleased, officials point out.

     “Little is known yet on the rodeo entries, since cowboys can enter right up until Thursday night.  Who will be judges is not known yet, either.  They are appointed by the Rodeo Cowboys association.

     “Stock for the show, which is being furnished by Ken Roberts, Strong City, has arrived, officials announced.  Ag hall is in readiness.  All they’re waiting for is Thursday night.

     “Gerald Roberts, world’s champion cowboy, will ride in the rodeo.

     “Thursday activities will close with street dancing and more contests uptown.  Ed Weddle will head the square dancing.

     “John Sauerwein, manager of the chamber of commerce, which is co-sponsoring the 49er blow-out with the Saline County Saddle Horse association, made a special appeal to Salinans Wednesday.  He urged them to wear western clothing during the four-day celebration.  Clothing dug out of the attic, or anything with a western of old-time flair will do, he said.

     “A special committee has been formed to pick the three friendliest persons during the 49er celebration.  Each will be awarded a $10 prize at Sunday night’s rodeo.”
     A convenient time table of Thursday’s events was printed.
     “Unless otherwise designated, all events will take place in the two blocks of Santa Fe between Walnut and Ash.  Headquarters will be a platform across the street from Farmers National bank.”

12 noon – German band concert by Francis Jilka’ Sacred Heart group.

12:30 p. m. – Paul Ryberg’s high school cowboy singers.

                        Pioneer residents appear in early day costumes – prizes.

1:00 – Demonstrations by Santa Fe midget train.

1:30 – Quiz program – KSAL.

2:00 – Husband calling contest.

            Air power equipment demonstration by SHAFB; lasts until 6 p. m.

2:15 – Auction off Planters State Bank; Bob Perry auctioneer.  [Really?]
2:30 – 49er ticket drawing.

            More demonstration by Santa Fe midget train.

3:00 – Lions club Spirit of the West show.

            Lowell second grade square dancers.

            Whip cracking act.

             Hog calling contest.

             Prizes for oldest settler, best early-day dresses,  youngest settler.

3:30 –  Smoky Valley Riders.
4:00 – Square dancing by schools.

            Western songs by Paul Ryberg group.

4:30 – Egg-throwing contest.

            Parade participants gather at West Elm.

5:00 – Grand Parade – east to Santa Fe, then south.

7:00 – Horse show and rodeo at Agriculture hall.

10:30 p. m. to 12:30 a. m.  Square dancing, headed by Ed Weddle.

                Old fiddlers contest.

                Prizes for best costumed square dancing couple, best amateur caller.
          The Parade
The Journal’s Friday, May 6 paper reported on Thursday’s late afternoon parade and other events.  Headlines were “Salina In Festive Mood For Big 49er Celebration” and “Burst of Color, Activity Opens Gala 4-Day Show.”

     “With a burst of color and activity, and a generous share of hustle and bustles, Salina’s 49er celebration came to life Thursday.  Flying flags, blaring bands, festive garb and orderly confusion uptown put the city in a holiday mood.

     “The four-day blow-out started rolling at noon, and moved through an afternoon of special events, games and contests.  The first climax was due to come at 5 p. m. when the huge 49er parade moved through town.

     “Bucking broncs, wild brahma bulls and steers will test the courage and ability of cowboys from all over the country in the rodeo.  Gerald Roberts, world’s champion cowboy, will be only one of several top-notch cowboys competing in the RCA-approved rodeo.  Stock for the show is being furnished by Gerald’s equally famous brother, Ken Roberts, Strong City, Kan.

     “Rodeo and horse show acts will be interspersed to provide a fast moving, varied show, officials have promised.  Comedy acts will be a part of the performance.

     “After the show in Ag hall, attention will turn back uptown.  Square dancing, more contests and games, will hold sway until past midnight.

     “There’ll be another parade, too.  Shriners will march through the uptown district at 5 p. m. Friday.  About 150 degree candidates, plus the band, wrecking crew, uniform bodies, officers, visiting officers and nobles will swell to nearly 300 the number taking part.

     “Thursday morning Salina awoke to find Santa Fe roped off from Walnut to Ash, and concession booths popping up like prairie dogs.  Realizing restaurants can never take care of the immense crowds during the 49er whing-ding, officials have granted various clubs and organization the right to set up snack and pop bars along the street.

      Brief notices of activities were given under the headline “49er Chips.”

     “Santa Fe Avenue was abustle Thursday with gold prospectors and their fair ladies, chuck shacks and music, square dancing and hilarity.  Hardly a man, woman or child was without the garb of a 49er.  Costumes were worn that dated back a century or more – others were good copies – still others were the result of good imaginations.

     “Frank Hageman, dean of Salina bankers wearing a handsome cowboy hat, perhaps scored the best quip of the day.  Asked why he was not in full western regalia he smiled, ‘I didn’t have the price.  Even the hat is borrowed.’

     “Two women who were having a lot of fun doing square dance steps with each other and surprised pedestrians were Mrs. P. H. Maher, 511 North 10th, and Mrs. H. J. Weightman, 305 South Santa Fe.  Their petticoats were more than a hundred years old.  Mrs. Maher’s had been made into a pillow case, then remade into 49-er lingerie.

     “The dress of Bertha Miller, 408 Frost, was made in 1949, but it had all the lines of an old ancestress’ – the gray calico was made with ruffle and a reasonable facsimile of a bustle.  She had a matching bonnet and carried an old black beaded bag.  A friend, Esther Nelson, 601 West Iron, wore a denim skirt and bandana.

     “Three cute high school girls, Janice Broman, Mt. Barbara, Mary Sue Flora, 206 South 105h, and Margie Slaughter, 212 Sunset Drive, admitted that their jeans might be surprising in ’49.  They had decided to let history go hang because ‘it’s the only time we can wear jeans to school,’ they explained.  They probably would put on skirts this afternoon, they said.

     “Cleo Coffman, employee at the Salina Retailers association was all ready for the celebration.  She wore cow girl culottes with leather fringe that she bought in Reno, Nev., several years ago.  She also had boots. 

     “Mrs. Cecil Jellison, 613 East Pacific, and Mrs. Henry Debold, Jr., something-00 ½ South College, each had calico dresses that would have been the envy of their grandmothers.  Debold, accompanying his wife, had a bright checked shirt.

     “A reminder of Salina’s 1941 Entrada was the cowboy hat worn by R. P. Williamson, 677 Highland.  The top was covered with autographs from that event.  The bottom part is being covered with 49er signatures.  Williamson says he is saving the inside for the next big Salina event.

     “Among the attractive old outfits worn were those of Mrs. Lester Paronto, 1104 East Iron, and Mrs. Edna Lyster, 605 East Iron.  The something-0 year old capes were covered with steel cut spangles and beads of beautiful designs.  Their skirts were long and of black satin.

     “Sheldon Burr, 120 South College, with somber black hat, high shoes and stiff front white shirt looked the part of the old-time circuit rider.  ‘But my wife forgot to starch the shirt,’ he said regretfully.  The shirt belongs to his father, Ed Burr, 217 North 11th.

     “Beth Schneider, State Street [obscure] had a 50 year old black satin skirt trimmed in lace.  A jacket had an intricate design of braid, and was fitted snugly around the waist.

     “Al Harte, serving ‘out of this world’ ham sandwiches and spare ribs, delayed operations at his chuck shack for a short time.  He had gone to get a fork to serve the vittles.  His cowboy customers reminded him that fingers were used in the old days.

     “Four women who were attractively gowned in long dresses and flower decked hats were Mrs. George Kirby, 224 North 13th; Mrs. Edna Porter, 611 West Elm; Mrs. Eva Patterson, 1110 West Iron; Mrs. Minnie Starkey, 710 West Iron.  They were having a lot of fun reliving “the good old days.”

     “The 49er celebration is one time when it’s fashionable to wear old clothes.  Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Nothern, 247 South Santa Fe, are really entering into the spirit of the thing.  Her outfit consists of a dress nearly 150 years old, which belonged to her husband’s  great-great grandmother.  It was homespun from the family’s own cotton, hand woven and hand dyed.  Nothern has been seen wearing his father’s wedding suit – it includes a black serge swallow tail coat – a derby and carrying an old gun – Tip by Mrs. O. F. Johnson, 610 State.

     “Salina Transit company bus routes have been changed temporarily during the 49er celebration.  The two blocks of Santa Fe between Ash and Walnut have been blocked off.  Consequently, the Santa Fe busy switches over to 8th street on those two blocks.  Transfers are now made at 8th and Iron.

     “Ronnie Allen, Tucson, Ariz., became the first casualty of the 49er rodeo.  During preparations Thursday morning at Agriculture hall, he was bucked off his horse and thrown against the cement around the arena.

     “Secured as judges for the Thursday afternoon 49er parade were Henry Buzick, state senator and stockman from Sylvan Grove, and Charles Lazarlere, mayor of [obscure].”
          Friday’s Events

     The Thursday paper listed the Friday events.
11 a. m. – Demonstration by Santa Fe midget train.

12 noon – Francis Jilka’s Sacred Heart German band concert.

12:30 p. m. – Paul Ryberg’s high school cowboy singers.

12:45 – Old fiddlers contest; $5 in prizes.

1:00 – KSAL quiz program; 415 in prizes.

2:00 – Demonstrations by Union Pacific stagecoach and Santa Fe train.

            Air power display by Smoky Hill air force base; lasts until 6.

2:30 – Old fashioned bicycle riding.

             South Park school pioneers; fancy square dancers, grades 1 and 3.

3:00 – Appearance of Rodeo Queen and attendants.

            Introduction of oldest settler.

            Auction of National Bank of America: Bob Perry auctioneer, Alex Miller judge.

3:30 to 4:30 – Paul Ryberg’s high school cowboy  singers.

                          Square dancing by schools.

                          Hog calling contest; $5 prize.

                          Husband called; $5 prize.

                          Oldest settler award; $5 prize.

                          Young settler; $5 prize.

                          Best dressed individual; $2 prize.

                          Best dressed couple; $4 prize.

                          Pony express relay; $6 prizes.

                          Egg throwing contest; $5 prizes.

                          Best costumed square dancing individual; $1 prize.

                          Best costumed square dancing couple; $2 prize.

                          Best square dance called; $2 prize.

4:30 – Shrine parade.

7:30 – Second performance of horse show and rodeo; Agriculture hall, Kenwood park.

10:30 to 12:30 p. m. – Square dancing; Art Roberts in charge.

                          Gathering of old timers.

                          Prizes for amateur calling, old fiddlers, and square dancers.

          Day Two

     Friday, May 6 was the second day of the celebration.  A big report on the previous day’s big parade was given.

     “Salina’s 49er celebration galloped into its second day Friday with officials’ fingers crossed against bad weather.

     “Proof the affair is one of the biggest things the city has ever seen was offered Thursday.  One of the – if not THE – biggest and best parades ever seen here rolled down Santa Fe, popular opinion decided.

     “Two and a half miles and 45 minutes long [10 times the length of the two Santa Fe blocks], it drew thousands upon thousands of persons to Salina’s main street.  Many said it was the largest crowd ever to witness a parade here.  Police had all they could do to pierce a path through the masses for the procession.

     “The parade even started almost on time, which made everyone happy.

     “Approximately 300 head of horses, six bands, all kinds of vehicles and floats, marching groups and individuals made up the varied fare of the parade.

     “First prize of $75 in parade float competition went to the Palace Clothing company, 450 in the Blue and Silver drill of the Rebekah lodge and $25 to Epsilon Sigma Alpha sorority.

     “A $25 prize for the best equipped saddle club was won by the Golden Horse revue, from Canton.  That mounted group later thrilled the rodeo audience at Agriculture hall with precision drills.  About 50 palomino horses were in the revue.

     “Other prizes were awarded to individuals and acts in the parade.  Chamber of commerce officials did not have the names of the winners available Friday.  Entries were judged by numbers and winners were expected to come to the C of C office, identify themselves by number and claim their prizes.

     “Bands entered were Claflin, Assaria high school, Smoky Hill air force base, Sacred Heart high, Lincoln high and Salina high.

     “Rodeo Queen Verna Burmaster and her two attendants Mrs. Bob Grace and Dorothea Rooks, rode in an open car driven by Roy Heath.  Mayor Lloyd W. Price was astride a horse.  The Marine color guard led the procession.

     After I (Phil) assembled photos and text from the Salina Journals, John Lamone sent me some photos his father had taken of a parade.  John had no idea I was studying the 49er celebration but I immediately recognized the big parade in many of his father’s photos.  John’s prints from his father’s negatives are much clearer than those from the newspaper.  Many people are shown in the photos; if you recognize anyone, please let me know because it would be fun to put names to faces.
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This Lamone photo sets the scene for the rest of the parade.  The parade went southward down Santa Fe and the eager kids are looking to the north, waiting for the parade to start.  It was about 5 pm and the sun was low in the west, putting sunlight only on the east side of Santa Fe.  In the background is a fire truck’s tall ladder from which a Journal photographer took the aerial photo just below.  The truck was at Santa Fe and Iron,  establishing that George Lamone was across the street from the Watson Theater looking north.
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A Journal photo also shows the anticipation and even names one of the kids.

“Here comes the parade.  Youngsters of all ages had a field day Thursday afternoon as the 49er parade, perhaps Salina’s biggest and best, rolled down Santa Fe.  On her knees for a better look is Barbara Meis, 4, 132 Baker.”
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“Thousands watched the two and a half mile long 49er parade march down Salina’s streets Thursday.  The band in the foreground is Claflin’s finest.  This view, taken from the fire department’s aerial ladder is looking north on Santa Fe from Iron.”
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Another Lamone photo shows what I presume is the head of the parade.  Note that there is less sun on the street so this was taken a few minutes after the previous Lamone photo.
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The Journal’s aerial photo showed the Claflin High School marching band and George Lamone got this photo of them a few minutes later.  The sun has set below the buildings on the left so this and the rest of the Lamone photos were taken later than the previous ones.
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Mr. Lamone captured this Shriner clown car (my description).  On the door is written “Temple” followed by something consistent with “Salina, Kan.”  The sign above the driver’s head reads “WOW!  Come out, join the clown.  Where is Your Novice?  Friday, May 6th.”  A cartoon woman holds up a man (husband, I assume) and says “Here’s my novice.”   “Novice” is used by the Masons to mean a candidate for joining the organization.
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The tiny letters reveal the sponsor of this float:  “Palace Clothing Co.”
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Here’s the caption to this Journal photo:
“High-kicking majorettes of Lincoln’s smart school band provided a theatrical touch any 49er would approve.”
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Down the street a bit Lincoln’s band also caught Mr. Lamone’s photographic eye.
“Golden horses and glittering uniforms of the Golden Horse saddle club of Canton won the big contingent the first prize in the saddle club division of the parade.[image: image13.jpg]e
R

i

i




”
[image: image14.jpg]



  Mr. Lamone preserved many faces of Salinan in this photo as people filled Santa Fe after the parade.  Do you recognize any one?  It’d be fun to have a name or two attached to these faces.
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The same can be said for this photo, presumably taken right after the parade.  “Just who was that unmasked man,” I ask?
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The spread of photos on the Journal included this one:

“Crowned queen of the celebration and rodeo Thursday night was Mrs. Verna Burmaster (center).  Her attendants are Mrs. Doric Grace (left) and Dorothea Rooks.  They are wearing their official royal cowgirl uniforms.”
[image: image17.jpg]



This photo by Mr. Lamone may have been taken before the parade, but I won’t quibble.  It shows a booth selling vittels in front of a 5 and 10 store and a “Neisner’s” sign (across from the Watson?).  What most intrigues me is the boy in the scout uniform; I’ll elaborate on that at the end of this article.
     Time and events for the weekend got compressed in the Journal’s Friday edition.
     Saturday

     10 a.m.  Contests for boys and girls, grades 1 to 12.  Prizes of $1 in each contest.  Contests include 25 yard dash, peanut scramble, 50 yard dash, 75 yard dash, 100 yard dash, cracker eating, pie eating, pony express relay, medicine ball throw, basketball throw.

     Novelty events, with prizes for girl’s longest pigtail, boy with most freckles, boys under 10 with largest boots, girls over 10 with smallest boots, western songs, best western-dressed girl and boy, youngest western-dressed baby.

11:00 – Francis Jilka’s Sacred Heart German Band.

              Santa Fe midget train demonstration.

              Western music over PA system until noon.

12:00 – Paul Ryberg’s high school singers.

12:30 p. m. – Auction off Farmers National bank.

              Appearance of Rodeo Queen and ticket drawing.

             Motorcycle parade.

1:00 – Smoky Valley Ramblers

            Drill by 20 man drill squad from St. John’s Military school.

1:30 – Quiz program.

2:00 – Santa Fe midget train demonstration.

            Smoky Hill air force base air power demonstration; until 6 p. m.

2:30 – SHAFB band concert.

3:00 – Rotary club barbershop quartet singing.

7:30 – Rodeo and horse show, Agriculture hall, Kenwood park; Rodeo Queen will appear.

10:30 p.m. until midnight – Square dancing; Dave Pollack in charge.

             Prizes given for old fiddlers contest, best amateur callers, best square dance couple and square.

     Sunday

2:30 p.m. – Matinee performance rodeo and horse show; Agriculture hall.

     Friday’s paper reported on the rodeo queen’s coronation and other awards.

     “Mrs. Verna Burnmaster, 420 South Phillips, was crowned Salina’s 49er celebration at Thursday night’s rodeo performance.  The coronation climaxed a day of color and spectacle that marked the opening of the four day celebration.

     “Mayor Lloyd Price placed the white hat upon Queen Verna’s head.  The queen was presented $250 in cash, a diamond ring, diamond-set wrist watch, and a bouquet of flowers.  Her attendants, Dorothea Rooks, Salina, and Mrs. Doris Grace, Minneapolis, received diamond-set watches and flowers.  They rode into the arena at Agriculture hall in open cars.

     “The coronation was right in line with the gaiety and festive spirit which pervaded Salina all day Thursday.  From noon until past midnight crowds thronged the roped off blocks of Santa Fe. 

     “Contests for young and old fought for attention throughout the afternoon.  Cash prizes were award to winners.

     “Mrs. Rachel Coil, 835 North 4th, won the husband calling contest.  Since she was 75 years old, officials deduced experience must count.  Mrs. Edna Axelson, Lindsborg, was runner-up.

    “In the afternoon, the best dressed awards went to Clarene Scott, 815 Highland, and Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Nothern, 247 South Santa Fe.

     “Mr. and Mrs. William Giersch, 316 North Penn, who have lived here 80 years, won the oldest settler contest.  Tiny Marilyn Kay Williams, two, was unanimously declared the youngest settler.  She lives at 1504 Pershing.

     “John Stephen won the tall-tale telling contest.

     “In the evening Shadow Matthews and his Smoky Valley ramblers played for square dancing.

     “Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Burr, 120 South College, won the prize as the best square dancing couple.

     “Named as the best square were Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. E. V. Ewing and Mr. and Mrs. N. B. Butcher.

     “M. F. Pew, 226 Des Moines, and Tracy Brown, 1216 State, won honors in the amateur callers contest.  Buck and Bob Ayles, 706 North 3rd were declared the best old time fiddlers Thursday night.

          “Final Rounds”
     Saturday’s paper talked of the weather and the conclusion of the celebration coming up.

     “Rain dampened the spirits of Salina’s 49ers Saturday as the big celebration went into its third day, heading for the home stretch.  Games, contests and novelty stunts for children, scheduled to begin at 10 a. m., were all washed out.  With rain still drizzling at noon, officials were doubtful if any of the uptown events could be held.  They were, however, still hoping for a sudden clearing and bright sunshine.

     “Square dancing is still scheduled to be held on Santa Fe Saturday night.  But the weatherman may have something to say about that, too.

     “Other events still remaining on the 49er schedule are the third performance of the rodeo and horse show at Agriculture hall, Kenwood park, at 7:30 Saturday, and the fourth and then final performances Sunday.  The matinee is at 2:30, the evening show at 7:30.

     “Rodeo Queen Verna Burmaster, 420 South Phillips, and her attendants Mrs. Doris Grace, Minneapolis, and Dorothea Rooks, 1215 Highland Circle, will appear at all remaining performances of the rodeo and horse show.

     “Another impressive list of winners was compiled Friday.  Some of Thursday’s parade winners showed up at the chamber of commerce, identified themselves, and claimed their prizes.

     “Frank Satterlee, Gypsum, won $15 for the best draft team.  George Andrews, Kanopolis, the man with the burro, goat and dog, got $10 as the best ‘49er prospector.

     “Friday’s hog calling winner was Alice Homolka, RFD 2.  Mrs. Frank Burch, Assaria, won the husband calling contest.

     “Prizes were awarded to a group of young settlers, who ranged in age from Terry Bennet’s seven months to six years.  Included were Janice McCollum, Martha Jane Jellison, Barbara Nelson and Michail Pyle.

     “Mrs. Anna Carroll, 220 South Phillips, was acclaimed the best dressed western individual.

     “During the third session of Salina’s first square dance festival Friday night, Mr. and Mrs. Enoch Lewis, Bavaria, were awarded a prize as the best couple, and Mr. and Mrs. Bert Rogers, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Fender, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Martin and Mr. and Mrs. Jim Ludes were named as the best set.

     “Barbara Lee Ray, two, was chosen as the youngest individual square dancer.  Patty Shane, 11, was the best square dancer, judges decided.

     “Bob Ailis, 706 North 3rd, won the old-time fiddlers prize.”

         Wrap Up
     I copied nothing from earlier or later Journals, although that left questions dangling in my head that might have to be answered one day.  But here are some things that I can bring up right now concerning this celebration.

     I’m still bugged at not knowing why Salina did this.  I suspect it had a commercial basis (with maybe a release from the stress of WWII), but I need to look at earlier Journals to find out.

     Did you recognize some of the names sprinkled throughout the articles?  Here are those that had a familiar ring to me personally, beside that of Caeser Romero.

     Dave Zook (May 3); Paul Ryberg;  Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Nothern, 247 South Santa Fe;  Mr. and Mrs. William Giersch, 316 North Penn.
From Sandy Wise Giersch, Oct. 31, 2012.

“William Giersch was Bill's grandfather's brother.  I don't have an address for him, but William Peter Giersch was born July 22,1869 in Salina, KS and died Dec 5, 1952 in Salina.  He married Elnora Spohn Aug 29,1895.  They had six children.  The Giersch's were some of the earliest settlers in Saline county.  In 1949 he would have been 80 years old.”

     Did any other names in the articles remind you of a relative, friend, neighbor, or acquaintance?  Send in your memories.

          Santa Fe Pavement

     On the web site in 2007 I wondered if we ever saw trolley tracks on Santa Fe.  I concluded that we did not.  The photo on a postcard dated to 1943 did not clearly show whether or not Santa Fe was a brick street at that time.   
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     The fuzzy Journal photo of horses in the parade gives a better look at the surface of Santa Fe Ave in 1949 and I see bricks, not smooth asphalt.  The Lamone photos clearly show bricks, as in this clip from the Claflin band photo.  And, not surprisingly, there are no trolley tracks in any Journal or Lamone photos.
          My Little Old Memory
     I’ve always had a strange memory that had no context or certainty of being correct.  In my memory I am a cub scout (I was never a boy scout), so it had to be while I was in grade school (as we were in 1949).  One night the scouts, meaning really their parents, were putting up a booth on Santa Fe.  I don’t recall the reason but now I know that booths were assembled on Santa Fe for the 49er celebration to sell food or souvenirs.  You can see some in the large parade photo and in the last Lamone photo.  Would there have been any other occasion in that narrow time frame when booths set up on Santa Fe?
     The work went slowly that night and I was impressed that I was still awake at midnight for the first time in my life.  Was this Thursday night?  Did I stay up till midnight because there was no school on Friday?  

     At some point a parking meter was in the way of the work so Carl Youngdahl, a very large and famously strong man, simply pulled the meter out of the concrete!!  Mr. Youngdahl was the father of our classmate Charles Youngdahl and a family friend since our mothers must have met in Asbury Hospital when they gave birth to Charles and me one day apart.  This display of strength made a lasting memory in my head even though I have no memory of the 49er events, including the big parade.

     The last Lamone photo shows a booth on Santa Fe with a boy scout (might he be a cub scout?) seemingly involved in the selling, not the buying.  It’s a piece of a puzzle but how to fit them together?

     As a check of this memory and that it could be from 1949, I’ve looked for old photos of Santa Fe that do or do not show parking meters to see if meters were in place in 1949.  They were there by 1955, a photo shows, but that’s too far after 1949.  I found a photo showing the Watson and no meters, but I can’t read the name of the movie being shown, which would give the year.   Can anyone pin down the years of the cars?  Do you see any car built after 1949?  
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     I hoped that the crisp Lamone photos would either show meters or empty spaces where meters would be expected.  But the crowd of people is too dense to prove or disprove the existence of meters.

     Nothing else about the booth but Mr. Youngdahl’s feat of strength made any impression on me because I have no memory of it or even of the parade.   Do you?  John says he got “a new cap pistol, belt, and holster” but otherwise the celebration had no meaning.  I think I may have gotten a cowboy hat and a toy shotgun, but was it for this celebration?  We were just a bit too young to form the best of memories.
     Finally, in a May 3, 1949 article mention was made of “Salina’s 1941 Entrada.”   “Entrada” is Spanish for “entrance” and is also used for “an expedition or journey into unexplored territory.”  Sounds like it might involve Coronado and “his” Heights?  On the web I found these comments.  “1541: Spanish explorer Francisco Vasquez de Coronado arrives in Kansas in search of gold & silver and to reach Quivira.”  Coronado Heights was built to “commemorate Coronado's 1541 visit to the area.”  But I never heard of this Salina 1941 event till now.  
     Oh, no.  Here we go again.  
